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From the desk of

Rev Lrancis /</mt

As we prepared to cross over the threshold into 2010, the

‘ ‘ Holy Spirit began to remind us that this year would be one
of increased escalation of what God would be doing in these
final days of the End Times. He began to remind us of a need
to review our focus and as well as revisit our priorities.

As we did so, we began to realise that we had to first rid ourselves of all
possible preconceptions. We were reminded that our Lord Jesus never
commanded His followers to organise a Church, nor even
hinted of any ideal divine model of an ecclesiastical institu-
tion. Perhaps, in seeing the Church as a divinely organ-
ised society from its inception, we may have deluded
ourselves in our concepts and precepts. The reality is
that there was no arganised Church at all in our Lord’s
own days, nor did it even exist in the early formative
days after His ascension. The Lord Himself only used
the word “church” but 3 times, referring in each case
to a spiritual company. The term “church” in the
context that we know of it today, did not occur till a
considerable time after the day of Pentecost!

For our Ministry came this challenge of how we
were to evolve now that we have registered a “local
church”. In very short order, we realised that we

had to go back to the ariginal model of a spiritual
community radically transformed by the empower-
ment of the Holy Spirit. We need to be impacting



the world, but we also need to be fruitful in multiplication both qualitatively and quanti-
tatively through teaching, mentoring and imparting of what we have become.

In this, the Lord Jesus brought us back to His final words in Matthew 28:18-20. In it
was the challenge not to preach the gospel of salvation, but that of the Kingdom. We
have to realise that Kingdom dynamics involves citizens that are radically transformed
to manifest fully the nature and character of the Triune Godhead of the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. In this, we can then understand the love of the Father, the obedience of the
Son and the submission of the Holy Spirit to the will of the Father.

To achieve this, the spiritual company that is Covenant Vision has been, and continues
to be built on Word-based, Spirit-led and Faith-filled disciples. One avenue through
which we continue to build such disciples is Covenant Vision School of Ministry
(CVSOM). The practical nature of the courses offered allow for these disciples to be
instilled with a hunger, desire and passion to fulfill their divine destiny by engaging our
community through preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom in a demonstration of love,
welfare, care and social concerns as well as Holy Spirit power in action.

From the pulpit series at Covenant Vision Christian Church, you will be able to see the
focus on building disciples and not just Sunday Christian with no impact in the com-
munity. Discipleship, prayer and Holy Spirit empowerment feature strongly through our
messages on Sunday.



As | often say, there can be much input; but without a channel for output, we become
mere “hearers”. God wants to see do-ers! As such, there has to be multi-facetted plat-
forms for implementation of the activation; and this laid the foundations for our TOUCH
JESUS, HE HEAL! Services as well as various other programs like the Alpha Course and
Project Heartbeat.

In all this, we are able to say that our original vision and mission has not changed, but it
has been enlarged by our understanding of our role as a functioning End-Time Body of
Jesus Christ!

Even as you go through this newsletter, we trust you will be blessed by as well as catch
the anointing of what God is doing in and through Covenant Vision Ministry. In all this
we want to invite you to join us to co-labour in love for Jesus. We also continue to covet
your fervent prayers and support for the work of our Ministry.

May God also bless you and your family in all that you do, in all things, in all ways and

at all times! ’ ?

/\)r\f Frances )Q’z(-‘r'



It's time to get SEFIOUS.

Rev Henson Lim

Do you feel like God is trying to get our attention? In the daily news reports, we read
of earthquakes, of climate change, of famine, of food scarcity, of water pollution, etc.
However, all these seem extremely far away and quite removed from happy, sunny
Singapore with our sky-rocketing property prices. Car and COE prices have also been
increasing, as are fuel prices. Yet, everyone seems to be riding high on the economy,
buying and getting into more and more debt.

Everything seems to be alright. And yet, something’s not right ...

Of late, the Lord has been laying the issue of heliness on my heart, strongly coupled
with a return of a right understanding of the fear of the Lord (and it's not just ‘wor-
ship” as some have been teaching!). As Christians in this day and age, there is a need
to tackle the issue of holiness and the fear of the Lord. God is calling His people to
holiness and obedience. He is reminding the Church that we are a people set apart for
Him and to Him, and calling us to accountability. And this will only be achieved when
we revere and fear Him as He is to be feared. Understandably, ‘fear’ doesn’t sit well with
many of us. Some quickly rationalise that God's grace has done away with the fear of
the Lord. No! In fact, it is the right fear of the Lord that enables us to fully appreciate
His grace. It’s time for some real, holy trembling before the Lord.

On our own, we can try our best to fear God. But as with all things human, it will fall far
short, turning our feeble attempts into crippling and negative fear. That's not what the
Lord wants of His people; not at all! It has to be not by our own power, nor by our own
might, but by His Spirit (Zech 4:6). Every Christian with the Holy Spirit already has the
fear of the Lord! Isaiah 11:2 says the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of the Fear of the Lord!
That can only mean one thing and one thing only ... the reason we do not rightly and
appropriately fear the Lord is because we are simply not fully yielded and led by

the Holy Spirit.



The Spinit of the LORD shall rest upon Hint,
The Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
The Spinit of counsel and might,
The Spirit of knowledge and of
the fear of the LORD.
Isaiah 11:2

Don't you just love the consistency of the Word of God? Paul urges all to walk
according to the Spirit and to set minds on things of the Spirit. Nothing has changed.
The call is still as valid and even more urgent today! The ways of the world have crept
into the Church and into the lives of believers. Many are walking and living according to
the flesh and not according to the Spirit! No wonder there is no fear of God.

Understandably, it is much easier to accept a message about love and grace than to be
told to fear the Lord. And yet, there is a strong sense that this is the word for the sea-
son. Without holiness and the fear of the Lord, we will get nowhere! We will continue
to be fully content and comfortable with life and be swept along by world trends and
policies. We won't even know or realise we have compromised our Lord.

Looking at the above-mentioned newspaper reports
and what is going around us today, we need to pray
for wisdom and understanding that we may know
how to respond. Many of these things cannot be
prayed away for the Lord will allow events to unfold
as a part of His end-time scenario. We have to get
right with God and to walk in obedience and humility.

What's going to keep us on track? The fear of the
Lord, not the fear of man; and holiness, a life wholly
set apart for Jesus and Jesus alone. There is no room
for compromise.

Yes, it's time to get serious.

-



Covenant Vision Christian Church

DISCIPLESHIP

And fesus came and \_,f".‘.l‘lu' to them, saying, Al authority has bees given to Me in

heaver and on carth, Go ff.'e'n'l,.‘.a’.-'x' and make rIr-f\.\{'J}l"{t'.\ r‘[,r"..rﬂf-‘!h' wations, {-si‘f‘f:._\m.;
thens i the mame ;-‘}.I‘ the Father and ')r".f/h' Sow and .'}!"..r")rh' Holly ‘\-."’” if, teaching themws to
observe all things that | have commanded you; and lo, [ ams with you always, even to

the end .'_'!'-r"fu' age.” Amen,
Matthew 28:18-20

The Great Commission is one of the passages of the Bible that many Christians can
repeat on demand. It holds its place firmly in the mission and vision of many
evangelism and mission committees and may even make its appearance in our list of
new year resolutions.

What we must realise is that the Great Commission was spoken to disciples and it is a
mandate for disciples to adhere to. Question... are we all disciples? For certain we can’t
make disciples if we ourselves are not disciples.

At CVCC, the Lord has led us to seriously look at developing disciples in our church and
we have started pulpit teaching series on discipleship. Rev Francis put out the call and
asked us to move beyond being a multitude believer, even beyond being just a follower.
He urged us to press on in our journey of becoming disciples and this requires a
personal transformation.

Our prayer is that our people will come to a point of being immersed
in the whole person of Jesus Christ that they willingly vield :
their lives for the Master’s use. It is then that their lives will
reflect the glory of God and they will begin to impact the
people around them.

We invite you to join us in our journey of discipleship.
Watch or listen to various messages on discipleship and the
two series “The Disciple’s Prayer — Pray Like this” as well as
“Empowered Disciples” at covenantvision.org/mediacentre or
purchase them at our Estore covenantvision.org/estore.
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When our pastors stand at the pulpit and speak their hearts out every Sunday, most
of the time, if not all the time, they are not sure whether it gets through to the congre-
gation. Likewise, a person sitting in the congregation may have questions about the
sermons and is unsure about how to apply the sermon points to his everyday life.

That's why we introduced Go Deep. As the name suggests, this programme is designed
to help our church dig deeper and understand the sermons at a more practical and
personal level in a small discussion group setting.

This allows questions to be raised in a non-threatening ~

environment and learning is increased tremendously.

This was initially just a three month initiative but after
the positive response, we have decided to extend this
till November this year. God is indeed moving in our
midst and we are encouraged to see so many want-
ing to get serious with God and desiring to develop
themselves as true disciples of Jesus Christ. Glory!



Cmnt%m Christian Church

Those who were poor and marginalised by society had a special place in the ministry of
Jesus. The gospels account for us how, as He walked on earth, Jesus was ever ready to
minister to such peaple.

At Covenant Vision, we believe that God has strategically placed us here in the Jalan

Besar area. When we held our very first social concerns project “Christmas @ Tyrwhitt” !
in 2008, our eyes were opened to the reality that there were poor and needy people right

at our doorstep and that presented such a huge platform for minstry.

Fueled by our vision to be a living bridge to a lost and needy world, we launched Project
Heartbeat on Good Friday, 2 April 2010 — an ongoing social concerns project to bring
the love of Jesus to the less fortunate in our community. Once a month, we distrib-

ute food parcels containing rice, instant noodles, biscuits and milo to those living in
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one-room flats in the Jalan
Besar area. In doing so, we
hope to bring love and hope
to these residents who are
among the lowest income
garners in Singapore. But
more than that, our desire is
to build a rapport with these
people so we can go back to
visit them and one day win
them over to Christ through
the demonstration of our love.




Covenant Vision Christian Church
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But the biggest affirmation has been the bearts of
the pcop[e. Tm[p, such desire to serve the
poor and needy must come from God.

Since we launched the project, we have seen God affirming the work. People who do
not even attend our church have been led to contribute to the project financially and
even in kind. One person has offered to give 30 school bags containing S$100 worth of
stationery and dictionaries to households with young children. But the biggest affirma-
tion has been the hearts of the people. Truly, such desire to serve the poor and needy
must come from God. During the launch and the second run of Project Heartbeat, we
have seen so many willing to get their hands “dirty” in ministry.

We are also encouraged to see Project Heartbeat becoming very much a family
ministry. Families with children as young as 3 years old have braved the scorching
afternoon sun to deliver the parcels and to spread the love and joy.

We thank God for giving us this opportunity to reach out to our community and it is our
prayer that our hearts will continue to beat in tandem with our Lord’s as we go forth and
minister for Him.
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Covenant Vision Christian Church

s~ EMULATING
HE SERVANT KING

“Yesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and
that He had come ﬁvm God and was going to God, rose /)ﬁ'am supper and
laid aside /—h:s'hqnm-!m,rfs, took a towel m}ri’ﬁ.f}'x'ﬂfr:l’ H;}rfsf.ff &

Johin 13:3.4
This year, for the first time, we held a Maundy Thursday Service and Rev Henson
preached from the account of Jesus washing His disciples’ feet in John 13. He shared
how Jesus rose to serve His disciples. He made Himself of no reputation, taking the
form of a bondservant (Phil 2:7) and served. He laid aside His glory and then
laid down His life.

And after the He had done that, He put on His garment and sat down (John 13:12).

Our Lord Jesus now sits at the right hand of the Father, having completed His work
of redemption.

14



Rev Francis called for a “day” fast during the whole of Holy Week. In the
weeks leading up to Holy Week itself, there was a Spiritual tension in the
air and as a church we felt we had to pray. We had to intercede for our
people, our nation and ourselves. We live in perilous times and the signs
of the times are telling.

As the call was made, many took up the challenge to fast and pray. We
were encouraged to hear of couples and even families fasting and praying
together. We believe that something shifted in the Spiritual realm.,

We broke fast together as a church on Resurrection Sunday and shared
with each other how the week went over lunch. Thank God for the
faithfulness of our congregation.

As a fitting end to the message and service, all four
pastors washed the feet of four members of various
ministries. The Pastors all felt led to set the tone and
spirit of ministry at Covenant Vision Christian Church
and as they washed the feet of these dear brothers, the
song “Servant King” played softly in the background.
What a touching and emotional moment it was.
Clearly, the Holy Spirit was present and He ministered
to many that evening.




Covenant Vision Christian Church

Children’s
MmsCry

Bet! Jeswus sad,” Let 2he /ittle children come 2o Me, and do not

/e . e o Ve £ ~ . &
Fforbid thent; for of such 15 Che »\’a/-}gxx'om of heaven. Malthee 1914

Since the start of the Children’s
Ministry here at Covenant Vision
Christian Church, we have not only
seen the number of children grow,
we have been blessed by their sim-
ple faiths and the joy that overflow
from their little lives. But that’s just
how WE feel. Let’s hear what they
have to say about being part of the
Children’s Ministry here at CVCC.
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At the start of this year, the Children’s ministry started to sponsor a child through
Worldvision. The objective was to teach the children to think beyond themselves and to
sow into the lives of others. They picked a Cambodian girl named Sreimach Horn and
she turns 6 in June 2010.

The children spend time every week praying for Sreimach and they will be keeping in
touch with her through letters. It has been absolutely heartwarming to see the children
learning what it means to be a blessing to someone less fortunate.
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Covenant Vision Centre

COVENANT VISION SCHOOL OF MINISTRY

Not just

When the thought of setting up Covenant Vision
School of Ministry (CVSOM) first surfaced, |
remember questioning the need for yet another
school. Were there not enough of such institutions?
How can we make a difference? What else can

we offer?

As | wrestled with these questions, | finally arrived at
the following conclusions:

1. There are many who desire to be equipped for
ministry but do not regard themselves as “fulltime”
material. That said, these recognise that they are to
be fulltime Christians, effective for God wherever He
has placed them. They are not looking for theological
and bible colleges, but a manageable and practical
equipping programme.

2. There are many churches with modest-sized
congregations in Singapore. Whilst they recognise
the need to equip their members, they do not have
the resources to set up an in-house training pro-
gramme. Courses are usually organised on an ad
hoc basis, as and when speakers are available or
happen to be in town.




another school.

To meet these needs, the Certificate in Practical Christian Ministry Programme
was designed. Since its inception in 2007, this one-year Certificate programme
has gained acceptance and credibility. We have seen Christians from all walks

of life enrol and benefit from its practical nature — what is learnt is applied; and
with application comes transformation. Our students have found the once-a-week
commitment very manageable and the requirements attainable. To date, CVSOM
has had the privilege to equip members of more than 20 churches of various sizes
and denominations. The Certificate programme’s success has also paved the way
for the Diploma in Practical Christian Ministry, a one-year follow-on programme.

Looking back, | am so thankful for the Lord’s leading in the design of the pro-
grammes. Indeed, He sees the big picture and knows the lack, the cracks and the
gaps. Truly, it is an honour for CYSOM to be used in such a way to be a

blessing to the Body of Christ. Moving forward,

| know there are still many more we have not

reached. To this end, CYSOM remains

committed to reaching these that they

may be raised up as a strong laity under If
the capable direction of their various
church leaderships.

Rev Henson Lim
Dean, Covenant Vision School of Ministry




Covenant Vision Centre
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Covenant Vision School of Ministry
2nd Graduation Ceremony

Making an IMPACT - that was the theme the
graduates picked for their graduation. This choice
reflected greatly on how these 44 students felt as
they stood on the brink of yet another chapter in
their lives. Impacted by God, their lives are now
to impact their families and communities. That's
what Christian Ministry is all about!

For the School, this marked another first. The
ceremony saw the very first batch of graduands of
the Diploma in Practical Christian Ministry. 14 of
them to be exact. Praise God!

It was definitely a joyous moment for everysingle
one as they received their stoles and their certifi-
cates in the presence of family and friends.

As award winners Karen Ong and Annie Tan spoke
on behalf of the Certificate and Diploma classes
respectively, there was an overwhelming sense of
pride felt by the faculty. As they shared the senti-
ments of the graduates, it was evident that they
had learnt so much and were already making an
impact.

Our prayer for each of them is that they will
continue to make a ‘splash’ for Jesus and that the
‘ripples’ of glory will never cease.







Covenant Vision Centre

Send 0

Covénant Vis10n-8c oo

As part of Covenant Vision School of Ministry’s
Certificate programme, students have to attend
a 2D1N Encounter Weekend. This year’s theme
was “Send Your Rain” and a total of 70 partici-
pants came together to seek the Lord for a fresh
outpouring of His Spirit. Interestingly, throughout the
entire week leading up to the weekend, it rained and
rained. First in the natural, then in the spiritual!

was with us. Whether just an admin instruction or an ice-breaker
activity... the Lord was there. Hearts were so eager and so open
to His leading and prompting. Everyone was so hungry and so
expectant. We just knew God was going to move and work powerfully.

From the word ‘go’ on Saturday morning, the Lord’s presence

There was such a sense of God's leading in the teaching sessions. The
four speakers, Rev Francis Khoo, Bro Jacob Sim, Rev Henson Lim and
Rev Wilfred Png did not discuss their topics at all. Each was given the theme
and as they sought the Lord, He led each of them so beautifully.

22
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Ministry
Encoiinter Weekbnd 2010

The students were reminded

that the Spirit is given so that

we can be empowered to fulfill

the mission of the Kingdom, that

we can also be enabled to live Kingdom lives.

They were also encouraged to keep on keeping on;

keep on believing, and keep on doing what we are each

called to do. The students were also challenged to prepare

and renew their minds, which leads to obedience, which pushes
them towards holiness. The key that would keep us on track would
be the fear of the Lord. During the altar calls, the Lord took over.
One by one, the participants came up and knelt at the altar, offering
and vielding their lives to the Master. He moved and ministered, and
so many were touched by His love and presence.

The Encounter Weekend ended on a very high note with many testimonies of
how each encountered God in very special and personal ways. This is indeed no
surprise at all. When we make time to meet God, He is always ready to meet
with us! And when the Lord sends His rain, it doesn't just drizzle ... it pours!

23



Covenant Vision Centre

They all faced death and lived to testify!

Time is mnnmg short and if we are wise to the signs, we would be able to say that our
[ Even as we move forward in the equipping of the saints in our
vare DT T|1F ’.vd to win more souls TDI Je,*uo And as we hd"E

but 3 individuals who had qupvrmturar enmun!mr W flth lzorf and are trd\rellmr] thu W fmlci
to share their testimonies.

First we had Sis Michelle Hamilton, who spent three terrifying days clinging helplessly
to her small, capsised canoe in the South China Sea. She shared how God sustained her
and instructed her how to stay alive before Filipino fishermen came to her rescue.

Then Ps Dean Braxton from the USA, who had died and gone to heaven, shared about
how he was told by Jesus that it was not his time and that he had to come back to tell of

-

rowing in the Supernaturall

Even as we are in final days of the end times, we are also seeing an
escalation of the things in the supernatural. God wants to explode His
Kingdom through all of us and more and more, we are seeing ordinary
people released into the working of miracles all around the world.

In February this year, Ps Rob Hotchkin, an itinerant minister with
Patricia King’s Extreme Prophetic Ministry in the USA conducted the




his revelation of heaven. Finally we had
Ps Mickey Robinson who sharec

how he found God, having survived

a near death experience after a plane
crash. Till today, the scars on his face
testify of God’s healing hand and is the
reason he travels the world to declare
God's goodness and power.

Many were touched by the testimonies
of these three evangelists and we saw
lives saved. Glory!

“Growing in the Supernatural” seminar with us " & - . A g?'
and it was a powerful time of teaching, ministry o, e ' ; “{
and impartation. What was exciting to see was Y \

so many people desiring to step out into the
supernatural aspects of His love. Having had a
taste of it, all we can say is “More Lord, MORE!"
Hallelujah!




Ministry Highlight

Har

The ‘Harp and Bowl' is a term that comes from Revelations 5:8. There we see the 24
elders casting their golden crowns on the glassy sea, falling before the Lamb of God
with a harp in one hand (a symbol of worship music) and golden bowls full of incense
(prayers of the saints) in the other.

Intercessory prayer that is like sweet incense has the power to move the hand of God
and to cause ripples in the heavenlies. Likewise, when the people of God engage in
worship, God's Kingdom is declared and God's presence is manifested here on earth.
WOW! What a model for us to follow!

The Prayer Ministry and Worship Ministry here at Covenant Vision, led by Ps Andrew
Teo and Ps George Gunter respectively, are constantly mobilised to engage the ministry




in prayer and worship to ensure that we move forward in tandem with God’s purposes.
These two ministries support the leadership as they seek God for direction and every
programme that is executed.

We appreciate everyone who comes week after week to pray at our Prayer Powerhouse
Service on Mondays at 7.30pm and the members of the worship, sound and audio/
visual team who readily pour their lives into the service of ministering to God and His
people. We truly believe that God honours every second spent for the extension of His
Kingdom through prayer and worship.

Our vision is that cutting edge prayer coupled with Spirit-filled worship will be at the
forefront of what we do here at Covenant Vision.
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Ploughing
Handas

We thank God for people who give their time to serve at Covenant Vision. Truly, the
harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few. Our prayer is that more like husband and
wife team Eric and Elsie Teo will volunteer their efforts to the glory of God. Read about
how they came to serve at Covenant Vision and how they have been blessed.

About them...

Eric works as a Director of Operation in a Global IT Services company and Elsie works
as a Preschool Assistant Teacher in a Christian Kindergarten. Together they have three
sons, Edmund, Edwin and Edward. Eric volunteers in the sound crew and Elsie is a
greeter. Both of them also help out in various programmes such as Alpha, Church Camp
and Project Heartbeat. They are also CVSOM students.

How did you come to serve in Covenant Vision?

Eric: | did not serve in any area in my previous church as | was a very passive Sunday
going, pew-warming Christian. Elsie and | both experienced the touch from the Lord in
2008 during a church camp and the Alpha Course respectively and we were hungry for
the Word. We believe that we were led by the Spirit to Covenant Vision in January 2009
to be fed with spiritual food. There was a call for someone to help in the sound ministry
during a Sunday service and | felt a prompting in my heart that this may be a ministry
for me. Initially, | hesitated as | wasn't sure. But when the announcement was repeated
twice, the prompting got stronger and | decided to approach Ps Andrew to volunteer
my Services.

Elsie: When Eric began to serve in the sound crew, | came to church early with him and
| felt | wanted to make better use of that time by serving God. Now | serve as a greeter
and as | greet people when they come in, | believe | can put a smile on their faces.



Photo taken during Project Heartbeat.

Eric is on the far ri i
Seen here also is Edward ( arioht and Elsie on the far fef

second from right), their youngest son.

How have you been blessed since you started serving?

Eric: Since | started serving, | have been very encouraged and | feel a great sense of

peace and joy deep within me. Though | might fumble at times, | still feel the peace and
eagerness to learn. Ps Andrew has been encouraging me that “don’'t worry, we have a
lot of grace”. As |am in the sound room right at the back, | have the advantage of see-

ing the entire congregation worship and | can also feel the anointing as | join in worship.

| can also hear everything that is happening up front on stage and concentrate on the
sermon. By God's grace, to be able to provide the proper ambience as a platform for the
worship team and the congregation to worship God, is important and in itself is a bless-
ing for me. All these | am doing is to please God and in doing so, | have been blessed.

Elsie: | just feel the joy of being the first person to share the love of God and to greet

visitors and fellow Christians as they come through the main door on Sunday mornings.

Even the children now give me a high-five when they come through the door. | feel very
blessed that | can put a smile on their faces.
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COVENANT VISION







visit us online.

www.covenantvision.org
Covenant Vision Centre

www.covenantvisionchurch.org
Covenant Vision Christian Church

WWW.CVSOm.org
Covenant Vision School of Ministry

www.covenantvision.org/mediacentre
Covenant Vision Media Portal

www.covenantvision.org/estore
Covenant Vision E-Store

Also follow us on Twitter (user name ‘covenantvision’)
or find us on Facebook!

COVENANT VISION

154 Tyrwhitt Road, Singapore 207567 Tel, (65) 6391 0027 Fax: (65) 6294 9336
Email: cvcentre@covenantvision.org Web: www.covenantvision.org
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